is produced by ARA (Toronto). 

We’ve been lousy about keeping up with 
subscriptions but you can stay in touch with 
us by mail, phone, or email. We’ll also send 
out bulk packages if you want to distribute 
them yourself! 

P.O. Box 291, Station B 
Toronto, ON M5T2T2 
ara@web.net 
http://www.web.net/~ara 
416.631.8835 

TORONTO'S ANTI-RACIST ACTION 

came together in September 1992, at a time when white supremacist 
groups were making a bid for mainstream credibility and recruiting 
white youth as shock troops for their genocidal plans. Since then we 
have been working in schools, in our neighborhoods, and on the 
streets to show the strength of our opposition to white supremacy and 
fascism, as well as our commitment to a multi-racial, multi-cultural, 
sexually diverse, liberated and fun society. 



GET IN TOUCH 

www.cinfircacistcictioti.cca 


CANADIAN CHAPTERS 

ARA Calgary 
aracalgary @ hotmail .com 
antiracistaction.ca/calgary 

ARA Fredericton (NB) 
ftonara@hotmail.com 

ARA Kitchener- Waterloo 

arakitchener@hotmail.com 

PO Box 40006 75 King St. 

Waterloo, Ont. N2J 4V1 

519-585-9004 

/www.geocities.com/ 

CapitolHill/Lobby/9457/ 


ARA McGill University 
ara_mcgill@hotmail.com 
Box B-09 

William Shatner Bldg., 

3480 Mactavish 
Montreal, Quebec 
H3A1X9 
(514) 573-7867 

AAR/ARA Montreal 
aramontreal@hotmail.com 
414 Mont Royal Est, #8 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2J 1W1 
(514) 573-7867 
antiracistaction.ca/montreal 

SHARP Montreal 
sharpmtl@hotmail.com 
PO Box 491 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2L4KA 
(514) 851-1205 


USA CONTACTS 

People Against Racist Terror 
P.O. Box 1055 
Culver City, CA 90232 
part2001@usa.net 
antiracist.org 

ARA Chicago 

1573 N Milwaukee #420 

Chicago IL 60622 

312-409-1432 

ara@wwa.com 

ARA Columbus 
P.O. Box 10797 
Columbus, OH 43201 
618-228-6824 
aracolumbus@hotmail.com 



We will expose, oppose and confront organized racism and the far-right agenda 
through education, mass action and support of broader anti-racist struggles. 
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POST SEPTEMBER 11... 
growing grassroots racism 
on the one hand... 
official racial profiling 
& repression of civil liberties 
on the other., 

In Toronto, we fought back 
against organized racism 
& neo-Nazis in the early 90s. 

IS THIS ROUND 2? 

• • • 

ON THE PROWL 
is your most reliable 
and down-to-earth 
source of news 
on the extreme right 


poster inside! 
bush laden 
spot the difference! 

• • • 

Mumia death sentence 
overturned 

• • • 

Harris resigns 
as Common Front 
takes to the streets 































racists & fascists after September 11 
a short survey of Canadian oews 


This list of incidents doesn’t begin to describe the 
day-to-day harassment endured by Arabs, Muslims, 
South Asians, and others scapegoated since 
September 11, and it should be seen in the context 
of intense racial profiling which governments and 
corporations can now get away with at work, at 
school, on airplanes, at our borders, etc. But we 
should be clear that white supremacist groups and 
individuals are more active than ever. 

September 12- Montreal: 

Arson at Turkish mosque 

September 15 - Hamilton, ON: 

Arson at Hindu Temple 


September 16 - Montreal: 

McGill student’s car vandalized; rear window 
smashed and phrases ‘Arab go home” and 
“you don’t fucking belong here” covering the 
vehicle. 

September 22 - Halifax: 

Man breaks a window in mosque, yelling anti- 
Muslim obscenities. 

October 1 - London 

James Scott Richardson, 27, charged with 
“counselling to commit murder” and “uttering 
death threats” against Jews and Muslims, on 
the Canadian Ethnic Cleansing Team website. 


anti-fascist 
scene reports 


October 20 - Mississauga, Burlington, ON 
Attempted arsons at two mosques. A man is 
arrested. 

late October - Toronto, Montreal 
Seven Jewish organizations receive fake 
anthrax letters in the mail. On October 28, US 
authorities confirm that they believe that neo- 
nazis and/or militia groups are responsible for 
the anthrax attacks and threats in the US. 

October 26 - Moncton New Brunswick 

Swastika carved into synagogue door. 


November 16 

Paul Fromm and his “Canada First 
Immigration Reform Committee” mail 
12,000 postcards to Canadian homes, blaming 
the September 11 attacks on immigrants and 
calling for a five-year moratorium on immigra¬ 
tion. 

December 3 

Maclean’s magazine profiles various white 
supremacists and their views on terrorism. 


East Coast Anti-Racist 
Fredericton • Saint John • Halifax • Moncton 


Things have been heating up on the east coast 
over the last six months. Boneheads are 
getting bolder, but ARA is getting stronger! 

On September 1st, over 50 people braved 
rainstorms to march with ARA in Moncton, 
NB. Despite threats by the police and harass¬ 
ment by local boneheads, the youthful crowd 
marched militantly through the streets of a city 
considered to be the nazi hub of the 
Maritimes. 

Shortly after our demo, a youth was con¬ 
victed of lighting a cross on the lawn of a 


black family's home in Moncton. The judges’ 
stern warning and meager sentence did not put 
an end to racists in Moncton as a month later a 
swastika was found carved into the door of a 
Moncton synagogue; there are still no updates 
on this investigation. This is a perfect example 
of why we can’t rely on the cops or the courts 
to stop racists, as they have continuously 
denied responsibility for deterring and con¬ 
fronting racist activity On the east coast and 
elsewhere. 

Anti-fascists across the Maritimes are 


building towards another demo in May. Our 
first step was a Racists Can’t Rock concert 
that waslield on November 24th in Moncton. 
The show was a huge success and more are 
planned in Saint John (January 27th) and 
Halifax during the coming months. Thanks to 
the six bands, especially to Tastes Like 
Burning, who came all the way from P.E.I.! 

. According to the National Alliance 
website, they now have a Halifax chapter. So 
far all they have done is put up stickers (which 
have promptly been ripped down by local resi¬ 
dents) and set up an e-mail address. Two 
goons (who we suspect are behind the new NA 
chapter) showed up to shout racist slogans and 
take pictures at a September peace march. 

They were quickly shouted down and have not 
returned. ARA is working with Women for 



Peace and other local groups to organize a 
more confrontational response if they show up 
again. 


That’s it for now from the east coast. 
Keep your eyes out for more Racist Can’t 
Rock shows, Moncton anti-racist marches and 
a soon to be released Racists Can’t Rock com¬ 
pilation CD on Go Go Go! Records. 


a busy fall 
for ARA-Montreal 

The fall was very busy for ARA- 
Montreal, as we hosted the ARA Network con¬ 
ference - the first time the Network has held 
its annual gathering in Canada. ARAers came 
from as far as Los Angeles on one coast, to 



Halifax on the other. 

On the anti-fascist front, we are still fol¬ 
lowing the trials of nazis Frederick Morin and 
Adam Guerbuez in the murder case of 
Christian Thomas. We held a demo on August 
24th at the courthouse, and about 75 antifas 
showed up. One of our sympathizers got 
jumped by a bonehead while trying to take a 
picture and when a women stepped in to 
defend him she got arrested by an undercover 
witness protection agent. 


kitchener-waterloo 
street youth unite 

Anti-fascists have had their hands full in K-W, 
but are steadily gaining in strength. In 
October, boneheads with the Tri-City Skins 
were regularly harassing people outside The 
Spot, a youth drop-in centre run by the K-W 
Youth Collective. The Spot aims to provide a 
safe space for youth to unite and discuss their 
issues, free from harassment by police, city 
officials, and racist bigots. 


We have been putting up posters exposing 
the recent confirmation of links between the 
accused and neo-nazi movements. Although 
the connection was quite obvious it was ini¬ 
tially denied by the police. The poster also 
includes photos of Guerbuez and Morin, as 
well as addresses. Their final court dates are 
coming up soon. 

Also on the propaganda tip, we have been 
updating our website's photo section, which 
now includes over 60 Montreal boneheads. 


Of course, boneheads attack poor, dispos¬ 
sessed and marginalized people whenever they 
think they can get away with it. But despite 
their efforts to disrupt The Spot by picking 
fights and at one point breaking a window (see 
photo on left), the Spot repelled their attacks 
and is continuing with its important work. 

In other local anti-racist news - for 
months the cops have been claiming that they 
are about arrest to someone for the murder of 
Howard Joel Munroe, a Guyanese-Canadian 
beaten to death by a gang of white men in 
front of hundreds of witnesses on the Victoria 
Day weekend. But so far, there’s been no 
action. What gives?!? 


They aren't happy! Check it out at 
www.antiracistaction.ca/montreal. 

To counter the wave of racist attacks in 
Montreal following September 11, we set up 
an emergency phone tree, and on December 10 
we held a demo in front of Montreal's 
Immigration Canada offices. Although the 
crowd was not huge we passed out flyers and 
got good reactions from the people coming in 
and out of the building. 


In November, a teenage woman was 
attacked at a local mall by three boneheads, 
who hit her with a two-by-four before taking 
off. Kids in Cambridge are also being threat¬ 
ened and harassed by white power goons. 

The anti-fascist who made national news 
by pelting Stockwell Day with chocolate milk 
at a public appearance in October 2000, 
pleaded “guilty” in December. Well - he said 
he was “responsible” for the symbolic attack, 
but rejected the term “guilty”. After all - who 
is more “guilty” than the politicians and others 
who run this society, leaving people to sleep 
outside in the cold? He got probation, commu¬ 
nity service, and a small fine. 


calgary crew 
on the prowl 

Well, the last few months have been inter¬ 
esting to say the least. Of course, the 
September 11 attacks have caused a major rise 
in anti-immigrant and anti-Arab hysteria. Our 
crew has patrolled the areas around various 
Mosques and various neighborhoods for acts 
of hatred towards Muslim people, Arab people, 
and anyone else who could potentially be a 
target. 

That, of course, leads to the cases of 
extreme racist graffiti on various high schools 
around Calgary. In response to that, we went 
on a hardcore postering run to various high 
schools, asking the kyds to report any inci¬ 


dents of racism, anti-Muslim hysteria to their 
school officials and to us. After the posters 
went up, the cases went down. 

In October, we started getting cases of the 
hardcore neo-nazis, the Northern 
Hammerskins popping up around our city. One 
of the trad skins from our city told us that a 
couple Hammers roughed him up because of 
his reggae t-shirt (gee, fellas, way to follow 
your skinhead roots, ya fuckin boneheads!). 
Apparently these boneheads looked like 
steroid addicts and they had the Hammerskins 
logo tattooed on their head. Another report is 
that they were handing out flyers at a C-Train 
station. The shit is going down this year, 
friends. We need numbers, and fast. 

In response to this creeping rise in out¬ 
right violent racism, we're upping our pos¬ 
tering campaign 200%. We've handed shit out 


to people at C-train stations, on the trains, at 
schools, at shows, etc. We're getting a bunch 
of *REAL* skinheads on our side to help fight 
this horde of bonehead scum. All I can say is 
that the next year is going to be really inter¬ 
esting to say the least. They couldn't beat the 
anti-fa before, and they're going to lose once 
again. 

Also in the headlines the last few months 
is the upcoming G8 conference on corporate 
tyranny. The G8 meeting will bring together 
head honchos from the eight most powerful 
countries in Kananaskis, AB in June 2002. 
Groups all across this country are working on 
campaigns against this corporate feudalist 
machine. ARA Calgary is no different. Of 
course, we could go into the links between 
globalization, capitalism, and racism, but hey- 
this is only a scene report. Anyway, we hope 


you all come down to this neck of the woods 
for the big G8 carnival against kkkapitalism... 

Well, always the chapter to follow the 
lead of other organizations (kidding), we have 
decided to go to work and get an Alberta 
Coalition Against Poverty up and running. 
Especially now that we have our "poor little" 
alcoholic premier who loves to go into home¬ 
less shelters and abuse the less-fortunate... 
KICK RALPH KKKLEIN OUT NOW!!! 

We'll leave this on a positive note. To 
keep our sanity, us good folks at ARA Calgary 
are beginning work on the first ever. ARA 
Calgary Benefit CD. It's going to feature 
tracks by various Calgary artists, and will be 
available as soon as possible. 

You can visit our (admittedly out-of-date) 
website at www.antiracistaction.ca/calgary and 
email us at <aracalgary@hotmail.com.>. 































anti-fascist 
scene reports 


recent parkdale bouts 


Nazi boneheads have been harassing and 
attacking people in the multi-cultural, working 
class neighborhood of Parkdale in downtown 
west Toronto. These boneheads have been 
getting uppity walking around in gangs of 
about half a dozen, with nazi tattoos, patches 
and insignia, harassing and attacking street 
kidz, putting up nazi graffiti & National 
Alliance stickers, and generally getting too big 
for their britches. Three boneheads were even 
brazen enough to march to Queen and 
Landsdowne with a nazi flag and attack nine 



Adam Kujtowski 


members of the International Socialists who 
were conducting their weekly paper sale. One 
of the nazis, Anthony, was arrested up the 
street at his apartment. In response, the IS held 
a brief rally and a meeting about the war. 

Neighborhood anti-fascists worked with ARA 
and held a demonstration on November 9 to 
expose and confront the nazi presence in the 
community. About 100 people, the majority 
being neighborhood residents, rallied near the 
community center. Speakers included a long¬ 
time local Jewish anarchist who spoke about 
the history of Kristallnacht, and a worker from 


the local drop in center who said racist police 
harassment in the neighborhood creates a 
racist environment in the neighborhood 
(ARAers were invited into the drop-in to talk 
to people there). Also, a member of People 
Against Coercive Treatment spoke about how 
the fascists target psych survivors for intimida¬ 
tion and attacks. 

The protestors then marched, complete 
with the CUPE 3903 drum squad and a boom 
box blaring anti-fascist songs, to the apartment 
where the nazis live. The fascists had either 
chosen to stay far away from local anti-fascists 
or were hiding under their beds, as there was 
nobody home except for the family that lives 
upstairs. They waved to the demonstrators 
from their window. Seeing how we were stood 
up, anti-fascists decided to hold a speak-out on 
the lawn and many people talked about their 
experiences with the local boneheads and their 
anger towards them. The general mood was 
summed up by a speaker from the Ontario 
Coalition Against Poverty when she said "If 
they want to play hardball, we'll play fucking 
hardball." 

Apparently, that's exactly what's hap¬ 
pening. The night of November 24 saw a street 
brawl between Parkdale residents and nazis at 
Queen and Lansdowne. Witnesses say that 10 
nazi 'skinheads' congregated at the comer just 
after midnight. Sometime before one o'clock, a 
fight broke out between thefn and others on 
the comer. The nazis rushed the Green 
Dolphin, a local bar, and screaming racist 
abuse, pepper-sprayed patrons. Many people 
who were inside ran out to confront the nazi 
boneheads who promptly ran away up 
Lansdowne and soon after were arrested by 
police at Anthony's apartment. So much for 
learning from their mistakes. 

Roncesvalles Bus Attack Trial 

Not only are nazis stupid chickens. 
They’re rats too - as shown in the ongoing 
case against four of them: Clayton Scott, 

Adam Kujtowski, Alexan Kulbashian and 
Justin Vrdoljak. Oops, make that three as 
Clayton’s charges were dropped in exchange 


for his testimony against the others. 

The fantastically stupid four were in court 
recently for an attack on a black man on a 
Roncesvalles bus in April 2000. 

Justin Vrdoljak has a long history of 
involvement in the nazi scene in Toronto. 
Readers may remember back to 1997, when 
boneheads staged a rally outside of a Kingston 
Road motel. Some Roma refugees from the 
Czech Republic were staying there. Signs 
read: "Canada is not a trash can" and "Honk if 
you hate gypsies". Vrdoljak, only a teenager at 
the time, was among the protestors. He also 
has convictions for robbery and assault bodily 
harm. 

Alexan Kulbashian is the apparent 
‘genius’ behind one of the worst-named nazi 
websites in history, the Canadian Ethnic 
Cleansing Team. He also seems to run a server 
that hosts nazi groups around the world. In 
white power circles he’s better known as Alex 
Krause - his mother’s maiden name which he 
uses because he’s ashamed of the Armenian 
side of his family, hmmm where’s that so- 
called ‘racial purity’? or racial pride for that 
matter. He also signs off as ‘Totenkopf’, which 
is german for the SS death head insignia that 
he has tattooed on his left chest. 

On January 28, 200 L Kulbashian, Robin 
Glyn Whitaker and Bradley James Galloway 
were arrested for attacking a south asian 
cabbie. Whitaker plead guilty to assault 
causing bodily harm and got off with a sus¬ 
pended sentence, 50 hours community service 
and 18 months probation. All other charges 
were withdrawn. 

The basic gist of what happened in April 
2000 : 

After drinking at Future Bakery on Bloor 
West, Kujtowski, Kulbashian, Vrdoljak, Scott 
and two others known as Pavlo and Gerry 
decided to go to a house party. They drunkenly 
took the subway to Dundas West Station and 
got onto a southbound bus where they started 
arguments with bus passengers picking on 
what Vrdoljak described in court as a ‘bag 
lady’. A black women who had her kid with 
her then intervened verbally from her seat, and 
Vrdoljak walked to the back of the bus and 
attacked another black man. After the bus 
driver pulled over the attack spilled out onto 
the sidewalk with eyewitnesses saying that 
three of the boneheads beat the man to the 
ground kicking and punching him. At least one 
of the fascists showed his bravery by instantly 
running away as soon as his feet hit the pave¬ 
ment. ‘ -v 

A local guy who was watching a boxing 
match in-a bar across the street rushed over to 
the scene of the attack and shoved Vrdoljak 
stopping hup from continuing to kick the 
victim who was on his hands and knees. 
Vrdoljak then made the mistake of saying 


“third position” 


“Over the last five years or so, much of the 
extreme right in Canada has undergone a sig¬ 
nificant mutation. In the early 90’s the far right 
was dominated by overtly neo-fascist groups 
such as the Heritage Front and the Church of 
the Creator, violent Nazi groups given to 
wearing bomber jackets, Doc Martens and 
swastikas. But since 1995 a new current has 
risen into prominence, known as the. Third 
Position. This is a mishmash of far-right 
groups that populate several overlapping 
movements - the Christian Patriot, sovereign 
citizen, detax and common law movements." 
“While far from being monolithic, virtually all of 
these movements share several important 
common characteristics. First, they are con¬ 
spiracy, and see politics and social struggle 
as taking place through the plotting of conspir¬ 
atorial elites (the Bilderbergers, the Illuminati, 
the bankers, or the Jews). Second, despite a 


news from Vancouver 

veneer of “progressive" political rhetoric, most 
of them can be proven to hold and to dissemi¬ 
nate views that are overtly anti-semitic, and in 
many cases white supremacist. Third, these 
groups tend to conceal their actual political 
beliefs from all but their closest allies. And 
fourth, many of them have been systemati¬ 
cally targeting the broad left for a number of 
years, in order to create a convergence, to 
gain a hearing, and to win recruits. This has 
been a particularly aggravating problem for 
groups active in the broad antiglobalization 
movement." 

“The Changing Face of the Far-Right" by Will 
Offley, Vancouver anti-fascist researcher. 


fascism 


In December, the Vancouver First Aid Network 
- “street medics” who do first aid at demon¬ 
strations - decided to kick out two of their 
members who are involved with the extreme 
right. Chris Shaw is the president of the 
British Columbia Action Party, and Jill 
McEachem was his campaign manager. 

Nationally, the Canadian Action Party has 
gained a following for taking a position 
against NAFTA, the FTAA, the WTO and all 
the other international “trade” deals. CAP has 
no provincial sections, and Is irritated that 
anyone is calling themselves the BC Action 
Party. Especially because this group is popu¬ 
lated by right-wing nutters who’ve been 
involved in some of the most important gather¬ 
ings for the Canadian right. 

For example, the Festival of Ages is an 
annual event, organized by Wes Mann of 
Salmon Arm, B.C.. Mann is a distributor of 


‘You want a piece of this?’ hnd next thing you 
knew Vrdoljak had missed his one and only 
punch while his challenger, who was twice as 
old as Vrdoljak and half his size, landed his 
and sent Vrdoljak crashing to the ground. 
Finding himself being held on the ground 
Vrdoljak heard the ambulance sirens wailing 
and no doubt sensing that they might soon be 
for him begged his captor to, and we quote 
Vrdoljak himself here, ‘let me go’ and then 
‘got up and ran away’. Running down the 
street screaming ‘white power’ (Vrdoljak had a 
hard time stifling his seemingly automatic nazi 
salute when he said it in court) three of them 
were busted on the scene and ratted out 
Vrdoljak who was picked up shortly after. So 
much for these losers wanna-be Aryan-war¬ 
riors. 


You’d think with all this testimony from 
eyewitnesses and that snitch Clayton Scott that 



Alexan Kulbashian, aka Alex Krause 


the prosecution would have an easy time con¬ 
victing these guys. They would have if the 
courts didn’t hand this case to a totally incom¬ 
petent crown prosecutor. This guy is so bad 
he*d have a hard time proving that Antarctica 
is a little cold in the winter. While the trial 
isn’t over yet it looks like Vrdoljak will prob¬ 
ably be convicted of a couple of the eleven 
charges he has against him and the rest will 
get off ‘Scott-free’. It goes to show you that 
what we’ve been saying for years is true, anti¬ 
racists can’t rely on the cops and courts to 
fight fascism. The real resistance will always 
have to be in the street. Regular working-class 
people like those that came out to the 
November 9 demonstration, or the man on 
Roncesvalles who saved another man’s life by 
taking on four nazis (dropping one and making 
them all run away) are the people who will 
stop fascism. 


really nasty propaganda by the likes of 
Eustace Mullins, former adviser to KKK 
leader David Duke and one of the most vicious 
anti-Semites and white supremacists alive in 
the U.S. today. Mullins’ published books 
include “The Curse of Canaan”, “The 
Biological Jew”, “The World Order”, and 
“Adolph Hitler : An Appreciation”. Mullins 
was the surprise keynote speaker at the 2000 
Festival of Ages, where Debbie Anderson, 

Vice President of the BC Action Party, was 
master of ceremonies. Chris Shaw was sched¬ 
uled to speak at last year’s Festival on behalf 
of the BC Action Party, but the party leader 
Jack Peach spoke instead. 

Shaw did speak at one of last year’s three 
“Freedom Fests”, which featured Mann and 
Anderson. 

This is only the tip of the iceberg, and it’s 
tough to track down this info and figure out 
what it means. But it’s clear that right-wingers, 
anti-Semites and racists are attracted to the 
energy and enthusiasm of the anti-globaliza- 
tion movement, and that we’ve got to watch 
out for them. Cheers to the Vancouver street 
medics for taking a stand! 

















anti-fascifet 
scene reports 



Donna Upson (above) 

White power graffiti (below). The Celtic 
cross, originally just a religious symbol, 
is used by neo-nazis today. 


left vs. right: 
donna npson, 
george larkhouse 
& graffiti wars 


What a surprise to see Donna once again! 

Out on a mission for the Nationalist Party 
of Canada, a burned-out washed-up group run 
by Toronto’s own neo-nazi roominghouse 
slumlord, Don Andrews. She was recruiting 
for the cause among the leftist rabble at the 
December 15 demonstration against Bill C-36. 
We had last run into her at the OCAP Safe 
Park in the summer of 1998, doing much the 
same thing. 

What’s funny about these boneheads is 
that they will always say “We don’t hate other 
people, we’re just standing up for white 
people.” But they always get a little nervous 
when confronted with a few facts. For 


example, there’s Donna’s little adventure in 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. “A Ku Klux Klan 
member was sentenced yesterday to two years 
in prison for threatening the pastor of a pre¬ 
dominantly black congregation”, read the July 
6, 2000 newspaper. 

“Donna Marie Upson, 22, of Toronto was 
convicted of uttering threats to kill or harm 
Rev. Elias Mutale, to destroy property at 
Victoria Road United Baptist Church in 
Dartmouth, and to kill black people.” 

“Ms. Upson pleaded for a short sentence 
and treatment for her problem with anger. "To 
lock me up would just irritate me more and 
not help me," she told the court.” 

Donna certainly needs help of some kind! 

In another blast from the past: ARA 
learned of the ongoing shenanigans of one 
George Barkhouse. Way back in 1996, he tried 
to infiltrate ARA. When we gave him the cold 
shoulder, he began posing as a “concerned 
citizen”, and laying complaints against us to 
anyone who would listen. School boards, for 
example. 

Unfortunately, for him, the Heritage Front 
couldn’t resist bragging about him in their 
newsletters, identifying him as one of the 
“activists in the field”. We went public and 
that got him off our backs. 


that after us, he took his campaign to a new 
level, complaining to the Taxman about pro¬ 
gressive organizations who have a charitable 
status. He’s fucked with groups like Friends of 
Clayquot Sound, and Quebec’s “Alternatives” 
(which was heavily involved in the protests 
against the Quebec Summit of the Americas). 
We also learned that he’s connected to the 
U.S. Gun Lobby and pro-hunting groups. 

It was fun to help Disclosure expose him. 
Now his “CharityWatch” group is being 
audited itself and could lose its tax-exempt 
status! Find out more at the Disclosure website 
at ww.cbc.ca. 

While some fascists are busy trying to 
recruit leftists to their “cause”, others are 
threatening to kill us all. 

Check out this graffiti “conversation” 
from the corner of Queen & University. It all 
began the week of October 16, when some 
civic-minded anti-poverty protesters threw up 
No War Between Nations, No Peace Between 
Classes.” 

Boneheads responded with a less intellec¬ 
tual “Smash the Reds, Kill the Commies”, 
“Save our Great Race!” and also asked 
“Where’s your pride”? 

It didn’t take much to “white out” their 
messages. 




the enemy within 

dealing with sexual harassment li assault 


ARA has been around for almost ten years and 
we have had to deal with enough things, 
external and internal. 

We have written a lot about different 
external struggles; like demonstrations, arrests, 
campaigns and fights. But we rarely talk about 
the internal strife. And it’s lame that we don't 
talk about this strife because everyone then 
feels alone when they have to deal with it, and 
there is so much shame associated with such 
internal problems. 

This is where we break the silence. These 
are some guidelines we've developed, through 
hard experience, about dealing with sexual 
abuse among people we know and people we 
work with. 

WUT IS SEXUAL AIIISE? 

OK, some of this shit is obvious - sexual 
abuse includes forcing someone to have sex, 
and physical abuse in an intimate relationship. 
What is less obvious is that most sexual 
assaults are committed by people who know 
their targets, and have planned it out before¬ 
hand. Often, but not always, there’s a differ¬ 
ence in power between the abuser and the 
survivor, so that the survivor feels like they 
have to give in to sexual demands. 

People usually get involved in political 
groups to improve their lives, not to be sub¬ 
jected to unwanted sexual attention or 
demands. Harassment includes any behavior 
that is uninvited, unwanted and unwelcome. 


MH MEN HIMES EIIRIH: 

If someone comes forward to tell you that 
they’ve been harassed or raped, the most 
important thing to do is to BELIEVE THEM. 
They are taking a big risk just to tell you what 
happened. Listen to them, and encourage them 
to talk about it with people they trust, and to 
get counseling (for example, at rape crisis 
centres). 

Many survivors want people to know 
about the person who harassed or assaulted 
them, but don’t want people to know that 
THEY were the victim. It’s important to 
respect that, but also important to assure 
someone who has survived sexual abuse that 
they have nothing to be ashamed of and that 
you will HAVE THEIR BACK if they come 
forward to describe their experience. 

DEAIINE Will THE ABIISEB: 

Our position is that if you rape or sexually 
abuse someone you're out of ARA, bottom- 
line. 

• Inform them that they are not welcome 
at events / meetings while things are being 
figured out. 

• Inform others in the abuser's community 
of what has happened (while respecting the 
survivor's confidentiality at all times, if that’s 
important to them). 

CDNFRIHTIHG THE AIUSEB: 

There are different ways to do this. In one case 


of sexual harassment we told the abuser, 
straight up, that we were hooking up with him 
to explain why he was no longer welcome in 
the group. In another case, where the abuser 
didn't know we were aware, we lied and said 
we were having a dinner get-together. 

• Figure out goals for the confrontation. 

• Prepare for all possible reactions on the 
part of the abuser. 

• Keep in mind that the survivor’s confi¬ 
dentiality is at risk if some of the people 
involved don't know the survivor's identity. 

• Stay in control of the situation. Don't let 
the abuser take control. 

This all can be VERY empowering! 

TEllING THE REST OF YIIR GIBUP 

In our experience, it’s best to set aside time 
“officially” for this purpose, rather than 
springing it on people. Say it is a “discussion 
on sexual abuse” and emphasize how impor¬ 
tant it is for everyone to attend. 

• Be ready for a wide 
range of reactions (anger, 
crying, disbelief, etc). 

• Have a man and a 
woman on hand, for people 
who get really upset and need 
to talk about it one-on-one. 

• Hand out flyers with the 
phone # of a local rape crisis 
centre; and general info about 
sexual assault. 

• Make sure everyone 


knows to keep the survivor's confidentiality an 
absolute priority, if that’s important to them. 

• Be prepared for longer-term aftermath. 
When someone abuses another person in a 
circle of friends or co-workers, they violate 
everyone’s trust. Everyone is affected by it one 
way or another. 

SOPNII III KIPUHIMINC MIllS 

Support for people who volunteer to deal with 
sexual abuse is VERY important. Burnout is 
common enough among activists, and dealing 
with this is way worse than many other activist 
problems. 

• Don’t assume someone will take care of 
it if you don’t. TAKE INITIATIVE. It’s 
unpleasant work and everyone must chip in. 

• Men, don’t expect women in the group 
to do it all because it’s a “woman’s issue”. 

TALK ABOUT II 

• Don’t perpetuate the silence that often 
surrounds sexual abuse and rape. Talk openly. 

• Get outside support and counseling 
(perhaps from rape crisis centres) 

• Use available resources, like others with 
experience in dealing with this. 





























antifa news bites 



WASHINGTON O.G.: 

The National Alliance, arguably the largest 
and best organized nazi organization in North 
America, is trying to use the Palestinian resis¬ 
tance to Israeli occupation as a wedge issue - 


in an attempt to turn anti-imperialist sentiment 
against Israel into white-supremacist orga¬ 
nizing. Most notably, the NA has staged two 
demonstrations at the Israeli embassy in 
Washington DC. The first demonstration on 
November 10 brought out about 60 NA pro¬ 
testers and an equal 
number of anti-fascists 
who were kept far 
apart from each other 
by DC police. No 
doubt NA Deputy 
Membership 
Coordinator Billy J. 
Roper II was worried 
about a repeat of the 
NA's July 29 demon¬ 
stration at the German 
Embassy where anti¬ 
fascists bloodied him 


with a crowbar. In a new development, 
members of the World Church of the Creator 
showed up at a second demonstration at the 
Israeli Embassy on December 15, as did some 
Eastern HammerSkins. They were kept on a 
short leash by the NA organizers. These three 
groups are organizing a joint meeting in York 
Pennsylvania, which promises to be a major 
event. At the December 15 demo, Washington 
police again protected the nazi picket, showing 
that despite the tough talk the fascists really 
only come out for confrontations with local 
anti-fascists when they can count on the police 
doing the fighting for them. A lesson that NA 
organizer Erica Hardwick had to learn the hard 
way receiving a thrashing at a local club from 
anti-racists a couple of weeks earlier. 


Billy Roper and the National Alliance at the German Embassy in 
Washington DC, July 29, 2001. 

Pictures from www.onepeoplesproject.com 



The son and grandson of a Louisiana 
Klansmen, Billy Roper (above) is 


attempting to come into his own, and has 
started making his mark - or rather some 
folks are making marks on him. His left 
eyebrow boasts a bit of a scar from where 
his head ran into a crowbar during a rally 
to support Hendrik Mobus in July, 2001. 
Two years prior, he was a high school 
history teacher based out of Atkins, 
Arkansas. He was politically active then, 
participating in some functions sponsored 
by the aforementioned Council of 
Conservative Citizens.... 


BIAIVSTDK, POUND: 

Another anti-fascist is facing serious charges 
after participating in fight, when nazis attacked 
anti-fascists at a bus station and were massa¬ 
cred. 18 year old Slawomir "Lapa" Lapinski is 
charged with assault with a dangerous item 
and grievous bodily harm. As he was on pro¬ 
bation for a previous assault on a nazi, he is 
facing the serious threat of serving a few years 
in prison. 

Although he didn't throw the brick, which 
damaged the nazi's eye (that's the main charge) 
we don't want to go deeper into "guilty or not- 
guilty" rhetoric. He is another fighter, who is 
facing serious consequences for his involve¬ 
ment in this struggle. We can't leave him 
alone! Do your job - fight nazis everywhere 
and every time, and make sure that people like 
Lapa are not wasting their energy and freedom 
on a lost cause. For more information, to 
donate to Lapa's defense fund, or to write 
Lapa email soja2@poczta.onet.pl and they will 
be translated, as he doesn't know English. 

NAGHOD, CZECH REPHHLIC: 

A 50 person strong antifascist demonstration 
was held September 30 in the small Czech 
town Nachod near the Czech-Poland border. 
There were members of Czechoslovak 
Anarchist Federation, Antifascist Action, some 
Polish activists and numerous local activists. 

At the beginning, Rousek - a well-known 
nazi, chairman of nazi party National-social 
block and member of local city council - came 
and talked to the TV cameras. Antifascists hit 
him with rotten vegetables during his speech 
so he left. At this moment, the only incident 
happened. One journalist came to one of the 
throwers and swore like a trooper because his 
clothes were grimed by the vegetables. When 
he called the antifascists "motherfuckers" the 
thrower hit him. The journalist called police 
and they tried to arrest the antifascist. They 
weren't successful, however, because people 
defended him. Unfortunately, riot cops 
arrested him after the demo finished and he is 
accused of "hooliganism." He could receive 
two years in prison. For more info contact: 
Czechoslovak Anarchist Federation" 
cintersec @ esaf .cz> 

KENSINGTON, MARYLAND: 

Anti-semites tried to capitalize on a controver¬ 
sial decision in which the town council of 
Kensington voted to not invite Santa Claus to 
the town's annual Christmas tree lighting. The 
decision was made in order to focus the town's 
festivities on the police and firefighters that 
died in the Sept. 11 attacks. Two men identi¬ 


fying themselves as Bill White and James B. 
MacArthur held a 10-by-5-foot sign that read: 
"If Jews can ban Santa, why can't we ban 
Jews?" The two were ordered by police to 
move from the sidewalk and take their large 
sign across the street. But the moment they 
started to move the sign, a teen in a Santa suit 
leapt toward them and ripped down the sign, 
answering the chants from the red-and-white 
crowd: "Take it down! Take it down!" The boy 
held on to the sign as he was tackled by 
Montgomery County police officers and 
whisked away. However, no arrest was made. 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA: 

On October 10, 2001 Melissa Jane Hack, 25, 
was arrested in Missouri after a half-hour car 
chase. Hack is strongly suspected to have been 
involved in the assassination of ARA members 
Lin "Spit" Newborn and Daniel Shersty in 
1998. 

Convicted for the murder of Dan and 
Spit, John "Polar Bear" Butler was seen with 
two others driving away from the scene of the 
crime shortly before Shersty's body was dis¬ 
covered, in a green Toyota belonging to 
Butler's fiance, who was none other than 
Melissa Hack. Hack was also captured on 
videotape at the piercing studio where 
Newborn worked and it is suspected that she 
lured Newborn and Shersty out into the 
Nevada dessert where they were killed. 

Despite the evidence of her involvement in the 
murders, Melissa Hack was never charged. 

Both Butler and Hack are on file with the 
Las Vegas police department's gang unit as 
white supremacists. On July 4, 1994, Hack 
was among a group of white men and women 
accused of taunting a group of black men and 
women on Linn Lane, according to a police 
report. The report detailed a police response to 
what was described as a racially motivated 
incident. "As officers arrived, the officers 
could hear the group of white male and white 
females screaming racial slurs at the group of 
black males and females who were standing in 
(the area)," the report said. Paramedics trans¬ 
ported two of the black women to Sunrise 
Hospital for bruises, cuts and possible broken 
fingers. 

Arrested with her in October was William 
Ronald Clark, 23. Clark has previous convic¬ 
tions for assault with a deadly weapon, in 
addition to narcotics related charges. 

The two are being held in Missouri on 
charges of attempted murder with a deadly 
weapon, possession of a stolen vehicle, pos¬ 
session of stolen property and felony evading. 
On Oct. 2, Henderson police officer John 
Longworth began trailing a pickup after deter¬ 


mining that it was stolen. The stolen truck 
pulled a U-turn and seven to nine shots were 
fired from the pickup at Longworth's cruiser. 
Four of the shots hit the cruiser. Warrants were 
quickly signed for the arrest of Hack and 
Clark in connection with the shooting. 

100 HUS, CIUFOBNM: 

Irv Rubin, The chairman of the Jewish 
Defense League (JDL) and a JDL member 
were arrested after allegedly plotting to blow 
up a Los Angeles area mosque and the office 
of Rep. Darrell Issa. Irv Rubin, 56, and JDL 
member, Earl Krugel, 59, both of Los Angeles, 
were arrested after the last component of the 
bomb - explosive powder - was delivered to 
Krugel’s home. Other bomb components and 
weapons were seized during a raid at Krugel's 
home. 

The JDL was founded by Rabbi Meir 
Kahane, an advocate of violence against Arabs 
both in the US and Israel. In later years he was 
expelled from Israel for advocating the ethnic 
cleansing of all Arabs from greater Israel. 

Throughout the 80s, the JDL was impli¬ 
cated in many bombings and attacks, including 
the 1985 bombing of the Arab-American Anti- 
Discrimination Committee which resulted in 
the death of their director, Alex Odeh. At the 
time, Rubin publicly stated that Odeh "got 
what he deserved," adding "I'm not crying 
over the death of Alex Odeh." Rabbi Kahane, 
however, disavowed the group and moved to 
Israel. Rubin took over as Chairman. 
According to the Historical Dictionary of 
Terrorism, law enforcement officials have 
ascribed at least 37 terrorist acts to JDL 
members: "While the International Terrorism: 
Attributes of Terrorist Events (ITERATE) 
database developed on behalf of the United 
States Central Intelligence Agency by Edward 
F. Mickolus recorded 50 such incidents from 
1968-1987, making the JDL a major domestic 
terrorist group. Bombings accounted for 78% 
of all JDL terrorist activities; shootings 
accounted for 16%; while arson attacks, van¬ 
dalism, kidnapping, threats, and 
verbal harassment accounted for 
the rest." 

The JDL favours expelling 
all Arabs from both pre-1967 
Israel and the occupied West 
Bank. They further support 
invading Jordan to take over the 
East Bank and expelling all the 
Arabs from there too. They are 
currently involved in a campaign 
to get the US to support Israel's 
campaign of demolishing 
Palestinian homes on the West 
Bank. 


Rabid anti-communists, they physically 
assaulted an anti-klan demonstration organized 
by the John Brown Anti-Klan Committee in 
1983, prior to a triple cross burning in an L.A. 
suburb, organized by the local KKK with par¬ 
ticipation by the Nazi party, Metzger father 
and son, and "Rev." Butler of the Aryan 
Nations. The JDL also showed up at the 
JBAKC protest outside an L.A. firehouse 
where the KKK was attempting to get a permit 
for the cross-burning; they carried signs that 
said "communist equals nazi” and tried to 
break up the picket line and tear up signs. The 
JDL has physically assaulted many other 
demonstrations over the years, including trying 
to disrupt a teach-in against Bush’s war in Iraq, 
uniting with a reactionary anti-Iranian group to 
attack protesters demonstrating against CIA 
chief Bill Casey, and roughing up American 
Jewish supporters of the Israeli peace group 
Shalom Achshov (Peace Now). On July 4 
1998, the JDL showed up for an anti-immi¬ 
grant demonstration that PART was counter¬ 
picketing at the federal building. Other 
participants along with the JDL in the anti¬ 
immigrant rally, which called for mass depor¬ 
tations of Mexicanos, included some local nazi 
boneheads and the virulently anti-Mexican 
"Voice of Citizens Together." 

The JDL occasionally shows up at a pro¬ 
gressive rally on the right side; they were at an 
L.A. protest of the Pope's visit to Denver a 
couple years ago, but when they discovered 
the other demonstrators were pro-gay rights 
and pro-choice, they left fairly quickly after 
spouting some anti-gay chants, and then 
recorded a strongly anti-gay (and anti-Black) 
message on their telephone hate-line. 

If that isn't fascism, nothing is. Just 
because they claim to be militantly anti-nazi 
definitely doesn't make them allies! 
























against the war 

statement of the ARA network • October 21101 


Since the attacks of September 11 and 
the US war against Afghanistan and 
’’terrorism," the reality of racism and 
the danger of fascism have increased 
dramatically. Historically, fascism is 
built from above and below. Coupling 
racist attacks in the streets with gov¬ 
ernment racism against immigrants 
and refugees, and attacks on the civil 
liberties of all residents, is a prescrip¬ 
tion for fascism. 

We do not believe that the perpe¬ 
trators on September 11 acted in the 


real interests of the people, and we do 
not believe that Bush is acting to 
protect anyone from terrorism with 
this war, itself an act of terror against 
the Afghani people. 

The situation in Afghanistan and 
with A1 Qaeda follows a US pattern of 
building undemocratic regimes, like 
the Taliban, for temporary strategic 
or economic advantage, only to be 
fought later when they overstep their 
assigned boundaries. We cannot 
accept imperial war and state terror, 


nor can we ally ourselves as a loyal 
left wing of Bush’s coalition. 

Instead, we are building solidarity 
with the women and people of 
Afghanistan and other potential 
targets. We are helping establish net¬ 
works of community self-defense 
against racist backlash and govern¬ 
ment repression. Working proactively 
with like-minded people in our com¬ 
munities and abroad is the key to 
success in facing these new challenges. 

The issues we are facing with the 


war are not separate from those 
raised in the recent struggle against 
capitalist globalization. They are inti¬ 
mately connected by who benefits 
from the war and globalization - cor¬ 
porations and the wealthy - and who 
is hurt — the working and poor 
peoples of all nations. Unless we act, it 
is the poor and working class who will 
continue to die for the rich elite of 
their respective nations. 



At the ARA Network conference held in 
Montreal in October, ARA chapters from 
across North America agreed to take co-ordi¬ 
nated action on December 10 to focus our 
opposition to the war in Afghanistan and its 
impact on people here too. We agreed that we 
needed to do support work for immigrants and 
refugees targeted by war hysteria and resulting 
new legislation. In Canada, Bill C-36 nearly 
eliminates the rights of all of us to protest and 
to dissent, allowing for preventive detention, 
secret trials, a broad and vague definition of 
terrorism, and other hallmarks of fascism. 

Clearly ARA people will be fighting that shit! 

The other decision we made was to 
develop a supportive relationship to the 
Revolutionary Association of Women of 
Afghanistan. RAWA has been at the forefront 
of the struggle for human rights in 
Afghanistan, has been around since 1977 and 
fights for a secular democracy in Afghanistan B 
and equal rights for Afghan women. 

RAWA has a tradition of demonstrating 
every December 10 as well, and in Los 
Angeles, ARA and RAWA supporters were 
able to co-ordinate their efforts to mount one 
very strong demonstration. Also in Columbus, 
Montreal, Philadelphia, New Jersey and 
Phoenix, demonstrations focused on local 
immigration detention centres, demanding that 
the human rights of detainees be upheld. 

In Toronto we took about 75 people by 
bus and car to -2 locations out near the airport. 
We timed the demonstration for maximum 
effect for detainees; just before or during vis¬ 
iting hours so that news of our presence would 
carry. First stop was the Celebrity Budget Inn, 
which has been used for years as an immi¬ 
grant/refugee detention centre. Detainees — 
including young children — are kept there for 
days and months at a time. Men are separated 
from their spouses and children, who see them 
once a day for an hour. In lieu of proper 
medical facilities, a nurse visits once a week. 
The so-called exercise yard, a shamefully tiny 
barbed-wire enclosure at the back that appar¬ 
ently some detainees don’t even get to use, 
provided the backdrop for awesome speakers. 

Stephanie Gude represented Ontario 


stand up fnr human rights 

defending immigrants & refugees 


Coalition Against Poverty, which advocates for 
prisoners there. She spoke eloquently about 
the conditions they face and the post 9-fl out¬ 
rages against an already-oppressed class of 
immigrants (mostly people of colour, many 
Muslims) which are now becoming apparent. 
Amina Sherazee, a lawyer who represents the 
Canadian Arab Federation, spoke out in a 
strong and moving way against the new so- 
called anti-terrorist legislation. Francisco Rico, 
of the Canadian Council for Refugees, said of 
detained refugee-seekers and immigran ts: 
“Sometimes they’re looking for peace, some¬ 
times they’re looking for justice. Sometimes 
they’re looking for a piece of bread. They 
escaped from a country because of repression, 
and they come here and they’re put in deten¬ 
tion.” 

Some prisoners saw and heard our 
demonstration, and waved to us excitedly from 
behind the walls. As we chanted “No Borders, 
No Nations, Stop Deportations,” we were glad 
to make a bright spot in their day. 

The next stop was the Metro West 
Detention Centre which has been the location 
for holding those under suspicion since 9-11. 
This is the place one Palestinian teenager with 
no connection to “terrorism” was held in soli¬ 
tary confinement for 55 days, and threatened 
by a guard to have his “head broken” if he 
spoke Arabic to unseen fellow prisoners. The 
prison, meant for 200 people, has swollen to 
about 700. Many Arabic folks have been 
detained there with minimal to no evidence 
against them, and are treated with harsh condi¬ 
tions. Many are unable to contact friends, 
family, or even lawyers. Trials and hearings 
are held inside the prison, and even inside tiny 
cells. Our demonstration outside the front 
doors included a moving speech by a man 


whose wife had lost their unborn child while 
the family was incarcerated there, and who 
spoke of the torture and abuses to which they 
had been subjected. We also heard from a 
member of the Workers Communist Party of 
Iran, who outlined the struggle against Islamic 
fundamentalists in Iran and asked for the soli¬ 
darity of justice-seeking people in that 
struggle. 

All in all, the event was successful and 
actually achieved something. Not only did we 
get good coverage in Eye Magazine, on CKLN 
and indymedia — but one of the men being 
detained under very repressive conditions in 
the Metro West Detention Centre was released 
back into the general population of the jail the 
day after our protest. In other words, now he 
can talk to other people, phone his lawyer 


during the day, go out for exercise, etc. We are 
anxious to go back, to increase our presence at 
these institutions and to keep building justice¬ 
seeking alliances. 

Even though the situation looks grim, in 
the sense that we are witnessing fascist 
momentum at the highest levels of power, we 
still do have an impact and we still must go to 
the wall of protest. Progressive and radical 
forces in North America have been defensive 
and sometimes slow on the uptake, as the 
reality of a new global dynamic begins to take 
shape. We need to become and remain sharp 
and ready, able to fight and able to win, even 
in small ways. 































TERRORISTS: Supposed leader is the spoiled son of a 
powerful politiciaos, from extremely wealthy oil family. 

US GOVERNMENT: Supposed leader is the spoiled son of a 
powerful politician, from extremely wealthy oil family. 

The oil connection explains the U.S. attack on Afghanistan. 

Niaz Naik, Pakistan's former foreign minister has revealed that 
he was told by senior American officials in July 2001 that mili¬ 
tary action against Afghanistan would go ahead by the middle of 
October. The US secretary of state, Colin Powell, was then trav¬ 
elling in central Asia, already gathering support for an anti- 
Afghanistan war 'coalition'. According to journalist John Pilger, 
for Washington, the real problem with the Taliban was that it 
simply did not have total control of Afghanistan: a fact*that 
deterred investors from financing oil and gas pipelines from the 
Caspian Sea, whose strategic position in relation to Russia and 
China and whose largely untapped fossil fuels are of crucial 
interest to the Americans. Just one country in this area, 
Kazakhstan, contains more oil than Saudi Arabia. In 1998, Dick 
Cheney told oil industry executives: 'I cannot think of a time 
when we have had a region emerge as suddenly to become as 
strategically significant as the Caspian.' 

In September, the Wall Street Journal documented the 
lucrative business connections between the Bin Laden family 
and senior U.S. Republicans, including George Bush Sr. The 
Guardian reported that FBI agents had been told by the Bush 
administration to stop investigating members of the Bin Laden 
clan living in the U.S. Both presidents Bush had lucrative stakes 
along with the Bin Ladens in Carlyle Corporation, the 11th 
largest U.S. defense contractor. The Bin Ladens sold their stake 
in Carlyle soon after September 11. In 1998 and 2000, Bush Sr. 
traveled to Saudi Arabia on behalf of Carlyle. While there he 
met privately with the Saudi royal family and the bin Laden 
family. 


TERRORISTS: Leader has declared a holy war (“Jihad”] 
against his “enemies”: believes any natinn nnt with him is 
against him; believes god is on his side, and that any 
means are jastified. 

US GOVERNMENT: Leader has declared a huly war 
(“Crusade”] against his “enemies”: believes any natinn 
nnt with him is against him; believes gnd is nn his side, 
and that any means are justified. 


Since the end of the Cold War the U.S. has been looking for an 
enemy to replace communism to ensure the viability of its war- 
based economy. When no enemy was forthcoming, the U.S. 
invented one. Islamic fundamentalism as a political-military 
force is largely a U.S. creation whose original purpose was to 
crush progressive forces in Muslim countries. Washington 
bankrolled the mullahs in Iran, the fundamentalists in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan and encouraged foreign Muslim 
fighters to go to Bosnia. Bush's new holy war is aimed at 
removing widespread opposition to globalization and estab¬ 
lishing absolute U.S. dominance over the Third World. 


TERRURISTS: Supported by extreme fundamentalist 
religinus leaders whn preach hatred, intnlerance, 
subjugatinn nf wnmen, and persecutinn nf nnn-believers. 

US GUVERNMENT: Supported by extreme fundamentalist 
religinus leaders whn preach hatred, intnlerance, 
subjugatinn nf wnmen, and persecutinn nf nnn-believers. 


TERRURISTS: Leadership was nnt elected by a 
majuritynfthepenple in a free and fair 
demncratic electinn. 

US GUVERNMENT: Leadership was nnt elected by 
a majnrity nf the penple in a free and fair 
democratic election. 


























s bandy guide to tell the difference 
lernment 


adapted from Daniel Solnit, Dissident Voice, October 9, 2001 


TERRORISTS: Have been accused of killing 
thousands of innocent civilians, some of them 
children, in cold-blooded bombings. 

US GOVERNMENT: Has killed over eight million 
leople in the Third World since 1045, most of 
hem civilians (including many children], more 
ban half in cold-blooded bombings. This 
makes the U.S. the world's leading terrorist 
state. 




TERRORISTS: Operates through clandestine organization 
(al Qaeda] with agents in many countries; uses bombing, 
assassination, other terrorist tactics. 

OS GOVERNMENT: Operates through clandestine organiza¬ 
tion (CIA) with agents in many countries; uses bombing, 
assassination, other terrorist tactics. 

Both George W. Bush and Bin Laden (as terrorist) are products 
of George Bush Sr. who served as CIA Director in the mid-70s. 
In the 1980s, the CIA brought thousands of Muslim fundamen¬ 
talists to Afghanistan and trained them in terrorist techniques. 
Thus, Bin Laden's Al Qaeda network was born. At this time. 
Bush Sr. was Vice-President under Reagan and actually ran the 
government. Recently, the BBC reported that "connections 
between the CIA and Saudi Arabia and the Bush men and bin 
Ladens" may have been the real cause of the deaths of thou¬ 
sands in the World Trade Centre attacks. The BBC quoted a 
U.S. visa officer stationed in Saudi Arabia who revealed that the 
U.S. government was sending young men"recmited by Osama 
bin Laden" for "terrorist training by the CIA" after which they 
were sent on to Afghanistan. George W. Bush's government had 
good relations with the Taliban until June 2001 and gave them 
$43 million in aid. In July, 2001, Bin Laden was visited by a top 
CIA officer in a Dubai hospital where he was being treated for a 
kidney disease. Bin Laden's hosts, the Taliban, were also created 
by the CIA and Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). 



TERRORISTS: Use drug trafficking to finance covert 
operations. 

U.S. GOVERNMENT: Uses drug trafficking to finance covert 
operations. 

Washington used heroin trafficking to finance the war against 
the Soviets in Afghanistan as it has used drug smuggling to fund 
covert operations in Italy, France, Burma, Laos, Thailand and 
Nicaragua. This has resulted in the U.S. being flooded with 
heroin and cocaine. Drug trafficking helped the CIA pay for 
Osama Bin Laden's terrorist training. Later, the CIA-created 
Taliban used their profits from heroin smuggling to finance Bin 
Laden's Al Qaeda network. As Vice-President under Reagan, 
Bush Sr. was personally implicated in drug trafficking to fund 
the Contra war against* the left-wing Sandinista government in 
Nicaragua. With U.S. encouragement, the CIA-organized 
Contra army smuggled cocaine into the U.S. and used the profits 
to finance the killing of 40,000 Nicaraguans, most of them 
civilians. 


TERRORISTG: Using war as pretext to clamp down on 
dissent and undermine civil liberties. 

US GOVERNMENT: Using war as pretext to clamp down on 
dissent and undermine civil liberties. 


TERRORISTS: Weapon of choice; a three-dollar box cutter. 

US GOVERNMENT: Weapon of choice: a billion-dollar 01 
bomber. 

For the Western media and governments the estimated 3,767 
civilian casualties in Afghanistan resulting from U.S. bombing 
are not an issue. It is terrorism only when Westerners are killed. 



























courageous women 

of afghanistan 



illfev. li9?yj. 


by Sunday, ARA-Toronto 
By now, everybody is familiar with the situa¬ 
tion of the women of Afghanistan under the 
Taliban. Even U$ First Lady Laura Bush is in 
on the act — she and the valiant Americans 
will save Afghanistan’s women from the hor¬ 
rible Taliban. What she didn’t say in her radio 
address to the U$ nation is that since the 
1980s, the U$ supported and armed the most 
extreme anti-woman fundamentalists when it 
used them to fight the Soviets. The Northern 
Alliance, in power before the Taliban, was 
guilty of horrific crimes against women, but 
now they are again friends of the US, armed to 
the teeth and running the new Afghan govern¬ 
ment. Afghanistan is a country ruined by 23 
years of war, and women and girls have paid 
the highest price. 

Rasil Basu was the United Nations 
Development Program’s senior advisor to the 
Afghan government for women’s development 
from 1986-88. This is how she describes the 
situation: 

“Rape by armed guards of the various 
warring factions was condoned by their 
leaders; it was viewed as a way of intimidating 
vanquished populations, and of rewarding sol¬ 
diers. Fear of rape drove women to suicide, 
and fathers to kill their daughters to spare 
them the degradation. Scores of women were 
abducted and detained, sexually abused, and 
sold into prostitution. Most girls were victim¬ 
ized and tortured - because they belonged to 
different religious and ethnic groups. In addi¬ 
tion to physical abuse, women were stripped 
of their fundamental rights of association, 


freedom of speech, of employment, and move¬ 
ment. The Supreme Court of the Islamic State 
in 1994, issued an Ordinance on Women’s Veil 
which decreed that women should wear a veil 
to cover the whole body, forbidding them to 
leave their homes “not because they are 
women but for fear of sedition.” This in a nut¬ 
shell is the past record of the groups that form 
the Northern Alliance. Their warlords looked 
upon women as spoils of war - the very same 
warlords, who are now strutting around Kabul, 
with the support of the so-called civilized 
Western world under US leadership.” 

“(...) Foremost in the struggle is the 
Revolutionary Association of Women of 
Afghanistan (RAWA) formed in 1977. RAWA 
organized women through successive regimes 
to resist their oppression, by non-violent 
methods. It organized underground schools 
and health facilities for girls and women, and 
support and succor for rape victims, even in 
the refugee camps in Peshawar and Quetta in 
Pakistan. RAWA’s founder, Meena Kamal, 
continued to work despite being repeatedly 
threatened for her “anti-jihad activities”, till 
her assassination in 1987 in her house in 
Quetta. Although she had informed the 
Pakistani authorities of threats to her life, she 
was not provided police protection.” 

Since the Taliban came to power in 1996, 
RAWA women risked certain death and took 
hidden cameras through streets and into sta¬ 
diums where executions took place to docu¬ 
ment and expose the Taliban’s savagery to the 
world. 

According to their website 


(www.rawa.org), RAWA is a “political/social 
organization of Afghan women struggling for 
peace, freedom, democracy and women’s 
rights in fundamentalism-blighted 
Afghanistan.” They have no regular funding by 
governments or through non-governmental 
organizations, possibly because of their anti- 
US stance. However, there is a growing move¬ 
ment of solidarity with RAWA and members 
of ARA have been learning more about this 
courageous group since our decision at the 
Network Conference to involve ourselves in 
some kind of solidarity work for RAWA. 

For me, this decision was both welcome 
and challenging. As the post-9-11 TV head¬ 
lines droned on about how to send money to 
World Trade Centre victims, I felt more and 
more frustrated about huge amounts of money 
going to the richest sector of the richest nation 
on earth, as it became clear that the poorest 
nation on earth was about to be bombed back 
into the stone age (or worse, since in the stone 
age they didn’t have depleted uranium, daisy 
cutters and landmines). I wanted to think of 
ways that we could develop solidarity with the 
other victims of 9-11; the Afghan people, and 
somehow do something positive in the face of 
so much pain and suffering. RAWA appears to 
be the most consistent organization on the 
Afghan landscape that envisions a viable 
future for this devastated country. 

As RAWA is essentially an underground 
organization, it is difficult to establish contact 
with them. Even so, since the conference, 
Chicago ARA did security for a RAWA event, 
and Los Angeles ARA did its December 10 


demonstration together with RAWA sup¬ 
porters, as the Afghan Women’s Mission (the 
primary RAWA support group) is based in the 
LA area. In Toronto our aim will be to make 
contacts and to raise money and awareness by 
selling RAWA posters and stickers. 

On International Human Rights Day, 
RAWA staged a protest rally in front of the 
UN office in Saudi Pak Tower at Islamabad. 
The participants presented a resolution to the 
UN office. But police stopped hundreds of 
women who were going to join the rally from 
Peshawar. When buses full of hundreds of 
women and girls from different refugee camps 
from Peshawar arrived at Attack (the bridge to 
Islamabad from Peshawar), a large number of 
police stopped the buses and asked the women 
to return to Peshawar because they have been 
ordered not to allow RAWA women to go to 
the demonstration to Islamabad. So these 
women returned and, holding banners, 
marched through the main roads of Peshawar 
city and chanted slogans against fundamental¬ 
ists and for freedom and democracy in 
Afghanistan. 

(for amazing video clips and photographs see 
www.rawa.org) 


“pre” i “pist” 9.11 

your guide to the new world order 


There’s been a lot of talk lately about what’s 
innapropriate, in bad taste or irrelevant after 
the events of September 11th (9.11). 

The new catch Phrase floating around is 
“That’s so pre-September 11th”. As if mur¬ 
derous “domestic and foreign policy” can be 
dismissed out of hand by a one liner that 
belongs on a fucking day time talk show. 


PRE SEPTEMBER 11 “CBNTROVERSY” 


POST SEPTEMOER11 “CONSENSUS” 

Illegitimate president who stole the election? 

...0E0RGE W. BOSO... 

Lead on o’ fearless leader 

Sweeping violation ot civil rights? 

...RACIAL PRRFILING... 

Domestic policy necessity 

Quasi-fascist mayor of New York? 

...RUDOLPH GOILIANI... 

Time magazine’s man of the year and “the nation’s mayor” 

„ .. . . iL , The “next Vietnam”? 

Most dangerous country in the world to be a union leader? 

...C0L0M0IA... 

Necessary ally against terrorism. 

Taking more and more Palestinian land 
through settler colonies? 

...ISRAEL... 

Providing useful examples of how to deal with terrorists. 

Undermining environmental and labour standards, 
threatening democratic autonomy? 

...TRABE BEALS... 

Who cares. 


Post 9.11 is supposed to be “the civilized 
world united against the forces of evil.” A line 
drawn in the sand with “us” on one side and 
“them” on the other. 

This is what the united post-9.11 “civi¬ 
lized world” looks like: A horde of yuppies 
shedding crocodile tears for New Yorkers, 
pasting American flags to the rear windshield 


of their Audis and stepping over a frost bitten 
woman sleeping in their bank’s doorway. 

So what the fuck is exactly in poor taste 
after September 11th!? compassion, indepen¬ 
dent thought, common sense? 

We’re told “in order to not let the terror¬ 
ists win we must go about living our lives the 
way we always have”. What if you’re living 


your life on the streets? What if all you’ve ever 
worked is shit jobs for shit pay? what if you, 
your friends, and the majority of your neigh¬ 
bourhood have been repeatedly fucked over by 
bosses, cops, landlords and politicians? what 
kind of life is that? Is that the freedom the 
“terrorists” attacked on sept. 11th? Is that the 
democracy the military industrial complex is 


killing civilians to defend? 

Look closer and this war is about 
defending lives depicted in american folk art 
and celebrity magazines. Most of our lives are 
a far cry from Rockwell and Rolling Stone. 

But all of this is apparently in poor 
taste.... so bring on the awards shows! 



































Held in cells measuring 6 1/2 feet by 7 
feet, Shakir and fellow inmates are held under 
bright lights 24 hours a day. Physically 
searched each time they go to see their lawyers 
with full-body stripsearches, the detainees are 
shackled in handcuffs and leg iron once 
outside of their cells. Denied access to any 
medical care for weeks, Shakir has described 
humiliating and insulting treatment by guards 
who mock the detainees for their religious 
beliefs. 

Describing 90% of his fellow inmates as 
being of South Asian or Arabic descent, Shakir 
has told his counsel the men are repeatedly 
subjected to taunts by the prison staff about 
alleged involvement in the terrorist attacks of 
September 11th. For 8 weeks, people were 
questioned by the FBI, the investigators 
demanding to know if the detainees ‘knew 
anyone who was involved’ in the terrorist 
attacks. He tells of at least two men having 
attempted suicide, one by banging his head 
against a wall, the other by trying to hang 
himself with a bed sheet. 

After public pressure mounted on the 
Canadian side of the border, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and the Canadian Consulate 
stepped in to attempt to move Shakir’s case 
forward - to get a hearing scheduled and have 
him deported to Canada, to end his nearly 3- 
month-long imprisonment. However, the 
American authorities maintain they are still 
‘investigating’ Shakir and he does remain in 
jail. 

Plans of Action 

Aside from terrifyingly vague definitions 
of terrorism, and increased powers to crack 
down on the many who may fit such defini¬ 
tions, various pieces of new legislation on the 
table in Canada will also give Immigration 
officials a much stronger ability to pursue and 
swiftly detain the thousands of undocumented 
people who live and work in Canada - many of 
whom come to this country fleeing poverty 


civil war, or persecution. The recent budget 
also allocates substantial money for building 
large-scale, long-term Immigration detention 
facilities. 

OCAP and Anti-Racist Action, working 
with a broadening network of groups in 
Toronto and across the country, are fighting to 
raise the profile on the abhorrent treatment of 
immigration detainees and the alarming speed 
with which the sweeping powers to arrest, 
detain, and deport are already having on 
people living in Canada. 

Come this February, a public rally will be 
held in Ottawa to demand changes to the very 
real and horrific ways that increased spending 
and sweeping powers afforded law-enforce¬ 
ment and immigration authorities are hitting 
the foundations on which our communities are 
built. What kind of societies are we actually 
working to build? Immigration Canada, an arm 
of the increasingly empowered Canadian state, 
would have us believe racial and economic 
profiling are in the interests creating a new and 
safer world. 


In future, stay tuned to www.ocap.ca for 
more details. Or call 416-925-6939. 


alarm bells are ringing 

Immigration Canada crackdown begins 


By Stephanie Gude and Sarah Vance 
Ontario Coalition Against Poverty 

New Laws Coming Down 

Bill C36, the new “anti-terrorism” Act, 
which has now been pushed extremely quickly 
by the Chretien government through the House 
of Commons and Senate - receiving Royal 
Assent in the latter on December 18th n is 
meant to “to confront terrorism and ensure the 
full force of Canadian law is brought to bear 
against those who support, plan and carry out 
acts of terror.” 

Instead, with amendments to the Criminal 
Code, the Official Secrets Act, the Proceeds of 
Crime Act, the Privacy Act, the Access to 
Information Act, the Immigration Act, and 
more, this Act changes 19 pieces of existing 
legislation and creates new law to weave the 


ical dissidents who are Canadian citizens, it is 
the early signs of what is to come for refugee 
claimants and undocumented people which are 
truly horrific. 

OCAP is fighting the deportations of two 
women from the Caribbean, and while their 
situations are familiar in terms of being people 
whom Immigration Canada has never been 
quick to welcome into the country, these cases 
may serve as a warning of what is to come. 
Both Brenda Lyn McDonald and Irma Joyles 
are single mothers with small daughters, 
women who have worked their entire lives in 
Canada and who participate in religious and 
educational communities in Toronto. 

Both Brenda and Irma, bom in Grenada 
and St. Vincent respectively, have been living 
here for between 6 and 12 years. They have 
never taken social assistance nor have criminal 


From the front, the Celebrity Budget Inn looks like any other hotel on the airport strip. 


power of the state much more firmly into the 
justice system. 

Laws already existed to punish terrorist 
crimes and this new Act does more to give 
police, security forces, and the government 
greater freedom to monitor, arrest, question, 
detain, and sentence people than it does create 
new mechanisms to catch terrorists. 

Deportations Imminent - Alarm bells ring 

The Ontario Coalition Against Poverty 
has combined legal skills with hard action to 
win Immigration cases for several years. 
People from a wide range of communities 
have approached OCAP for assistance in 
fighting off deportation and working to attain 
landed status in Canada. This has not changed. 
However, while the events of September 11th 
may well have altered the landscape for polit¬ 


records. Irma has a two year old daughter, 
Meonny, who has febrile seizures which 
worsen in the heat. Both women potentially 
face making the decision to bring their daugh¬ 
ters with them to the Caribbean, ripping them 
out of the only lives and home and families 
they've ever known, or to leave them behind in 
Toronto. These families have been forced to 
flee from an Immigration system which poses 
as just and fair - but instead of allowing these 
women to have interviews so that their 
Humanitarian and Compassionate Claims may 
be heard, Immigration Canada quickly puts 
out removal orders on them before the inter¬ 
views can be scheduled. 

The morning Immigration Canada offi¬ 
cers arrived at Brenda Lyn’s front door, she 
wasn’t at home but the young woman who 
looked after her daughter and other kids from 


At the back of the Celebrity Inn is 
the “pen” where inmates are 
supposed to get their “exercise”. 


the neighborhood was. Shirley-Ann Charles, a 
twenty-six year old who had come from 
Grenada as a teen, had been working since 
then to send money home to her family and to 
live her life in Canada. Immigration Canada 
picked up Shirley-Ann, who’d overstayed a 
visitor’s visa, instead of Brenda Lyn, and 
jailed her at the family detention centre near 
the Toronto Airport. Detained in the Celebrity 
Inn, a jail which runs out the back of a still- 
functional motel, Shirley-Ann was not given 
proper access to legal counsel, was afraid to 
tell her story to the judge at the one hearing 
she attended, and within 10 days found herself 
on a plane to Grenada. 


Detention in Toronto 

The Celebrity Inn is a little-known jail 
that has historically failed to meet Canadian 
prison standards. Detainees are only permitted 
an hour in the small barbed-wire pen outside if 
all other detainees agree, and consequently, 
often do not breath fresh air for weeks. Fathers 
are separated from mothers and children save 
one hour of contact a day. No medical care is 
available other than a once-a-week visit from a 
nurse, and officers are reluctant to call on 
emergency medical services if they are 
needed. The detention centre refuses to 
provide food, medical care, or diapers to chil¬ 
dren in detention with their mothers, if those 
children are Canadian citizens. 

Mere kilometres away from the Celebrity 
Inn sits the Metro West Detention Facility - a 
provincial jail that has rented portions of the 
building to the federal government, in order 
that people can be detained on CSIS Security 
Tickets - predominantly men of Arabic descent 
who are suspected of ‘terrorist’ activity. Some 
of the evidence of such activity has been 
resubmitted from legitimate court decisions 
which had already ruled in the defendants 
favour. The men are detained, tried, and 
deported from within the confines of these 
cells. They have difficulty accessing legal 
counsel or their families - effectively, they are 
being disappeared. 


Canadian citizen disappeared 


OCAP has also been made aware of the 
reality of similar disappearances in the United 
States, after being contacted by the wife of a 
Pakistani-born Canadian citizen named Shakir 
Baloch. Following the bombings of the World 
Trade Centre, Shakir was in New York City on 
one of his frequent stays in the US, where he 
has at times attended school and worked. On 
September 20th, he was arrested and has been 
held since then in terrible conditions in a 
detention centre in Brooklyn. 

His whereabouts were not known until at 
least six weeks later, at which time he was per¬ 
mitted two phone calls, one made to let friends 
in NYC know he was alive and the other he 
was led to believe was to Legal Aide, but the 
call put through by the jail guards 
neither reached an answering machine 
nor legal assistance of any kind. 

Shakir’s actual whereabouts 
remained a mystery to his family and 
his friends, until his wife and a 
lawyer were able to crack the wall of 
secrecy built by the American 
Government and the Immigration and 
Naturalization Services. He is being 
charged with illegal entry into the US, 
but is being held with others under 
conditions that are a far cry from 
‘standard’ immigration detainees. 


























next steps in fight fnr justice 

karris facing heat on ail sides - bnt still no answers 


September 6 was the sixth anniversary of 
the murder of Anthony O’Brien “Dudley” 
George by the OPP. Dudley was killed by 
Acting Sergeant Ken Deane, when the OPP 
attacked a peaceful gathering of Stoney Point 
people who had taken back their traditional 
burial ground at what was then called 
“Ipperwash Provincial Park”. The re-occupa¬ 
tion of the Park was at the end of the summer, 
when all the tourists were gone and the Park 
was closed. It was another step of a long 
struggle for that community to retake their 
land - much of which had been stolen by the 
Army for a “temporary” training base in 1942. 
That land was only returned after Stoney 
Pointers physically moved back onto it in 93 
and pushed the Army out. 

But getting back to September 6 - ARA 
and the Stoney Point Support Network rallied 
i^utside the Coroner’s offices in London and 
Toronto, to demand an inquest into the death 
of Dudley George. 

In Toronto, a solid crowd came together 
to add their voice. Much respect to the Red 
Spirit drum and the dancers from Native Child 
and Family Services who brought such skill 
and heart to the gathering. Pierre delivered his 
letter officially requesting a coroner’s inquest, 
and speakers from ARA, OCAP and the 
Coalition for a Public Inquiry into the Death 


of Dudley George spoke outside. In London, 
meantime, London anti-racists were protesting 
at the regional coroner’s office there. 

For six years the Harris government has 
avoided taking responsibility for Dudley’s 
death. No public inquiry. No inquest. No 
answers. Nothing. Mike Harris has even had 
his lawyers working overtime to delay the civil 
lawsuit brought by some members of Dudley’s 
family - all the while claiming that the gov¬ 
ernment can’t call an inquiry until the civil suit 
is finished. 

In an interview with Pierre George, we 
talked about why there needs to be an inquest. 
First we asked him about Ken Deane’s convic¬ 
tion for “criminal negligence causing death”: 

Pierre George: “Him being convicted of a 
lesser charge doesn’t reflect the gravity of the 
situation - of the death of my brother. I felt 
that he should have been charged with murder. 
Because Dudley was unarmed and when 
someone shoots you with a submachine gun, I 
don’t see the ‘criminal negli¬ 
gence’ in that. I just see murder.” 

Question: “In addition to the 
OPP who else do you think bears 
responsibility for Dudley’s 
murder?” 

Pierre George: “Chief Tom 
Bressette [former chief of the 
Kettle Point band - a neigh¬ 
bouring reserve where many 
Stoney Pointers were relocated 
when the Canadian government 
took away their land in 1942] 
should be held responsible for the 
murder because he gave jurisdic¬ 
tion to the OPP. He supported 
them in what they were doing. He 
also called us criminals.” 

Question: “What outcome 
would you like to see from a 
public inquiry?” 

Pierre George: “I’d like to 
see people who were involved 
confess to their crimes.” 


Question: “You’re not part of the civil 
suit brought against Mike Harris and the 
OPP?” 

Pierre George: “That’s true. My name and 
that of my sister Carolyn have been used in 
this civil lawsuit without our consent. The 
lawsuit doesn't look at the question of what 
Dudley was doing there in the first place. The 
lawsuit takes away from the main issue - that 
is the land, which was taken away from our 
grandparents. That’s why Dudley was over 
there. 

“They should have started with Ken 
Deane first instead of Mike Harris and gone up 
through the OPP, up to [OPP Commissioner 
Thomas] O’Grady, because O’Grady has 
maintained that he took no operational 
command from Harris. Where is O’Grady? 
He’s pretty quiet. He should be brought 
forward. They should put these three men, 
Thomas O’Grady, Mike Harris, Tom Bressette. 
and [Chris] Hodgson, together on a panel in 
front of people and let the people ask them 


who ordered it.” 

“There’s still people working to finish off 
the Stoney Pointers. In 1942, when they were 
building the Army Camp, the Indian Agent of 
the day, George Downs, wrote that this was a 
wonderful opportunity to ‘gather up a few 
straggling Indians’ and to put them in w ith the 
main band at Kettle Point, to extinguish us, to 
get rid of the Stoney Point people. And they’re 
still working on it. So that’s another part of 
this struggle too, to maintain our identity.” 

There was some real momentum around 
this case in the fall, before World Events threw 
everything into disarray. The Ontario Coroner 
went to New York City after the September 11 
attack and used that as his excuse to ignore 
Pierre George’s request for an inquest. As of 
January 2002, his office has not even had the 
decency to respond to Pierre George’s letter. 
This is yet another insult that cannot be toler¬ 
ated — and it won’t be. 



Ontario common front 

taking it to another level 


Early last year, the Ontario Coalition 
Against Poverty made their intentions clear: 
they would launch a campaign to remove the 
Ontario government from power. They 
planned to do this through a series of actions 
that would disrupt “business as usual” so 
much that it would lead to an “economic 
crisis” and the government would have no 
choice but to resign. 

For six years, Mike Harris and his Tories 
have launched an all-out assault on the poor 
and working class of Ontario. They have cut 
health care, made a complete mess of the edu¬ 
cation system, closed homeless shelters, and 
rolled back the clock on labour laws by about 
100 years. They are also responsible for the 
murder of Dudley George, a First Nations man 
who was killed while defending his ancestral 
land in 1995. 

On June 15th, 2001, OCAP called an 
assembly to commemorate the one year 
anniversary of an Anti-Poverty protest that has 
come to be known as the Queen’s Park Riot. 

It was out of this assembly that the Ontario 


Common Front (OCF) was bom. The OCF is 
made up of a wide range of organizations that 
include labour, students, grassroots community 
groups, anarchists, socialists and many other 
groups and individuals who want to see a 
change in the way that our province is gov¬ 
erned. 

As a youth-based anti-racist group, ARA 
quicldy found our niche in this coalition. We 
made it our project to reach out to the resi¬ 
dents of the lower-income, multicultural 
neighborhoods scattered across the GTA - all 
through Scarborough and North York. We were 
concerned that such neighborhoods were often 
left disconnected from political action carried 
out downtown, so we decided it was our job to 
help make this connection 

In previous campaigns, the 'downtown 
left' had little or no connection to these areas. 
We decided to change that for the Ontario 
Common Front. Literature and propaganda put 
out by activists is usually aimed only at other 
activists, and hardly ever reaches anyone 
outside of their scene. And when it does, it 


usually takes a bossy attitude - instead of 
engaging people in conversation they act as if 
they are 100% right and need to 'teach' people 
how things are. ARA decided to contribute to 
the fall campaign by breaking from this mould 
and setting up 'street teams' that would visit 
lower income neighborhoods outside of the 
downtown core, discuss the issues with folks, 
and ideally make friends and bring people into 
the campaign. 

In the months and weeks leading up to 
the kick-off action of the campaign which was 
set as October 16th in Toronto, these 'street 
teams' went out to several communities across 
T-Dot armed with literature, posters and the 
intention to meet and engage with as many 
people as possible. While this was happening, 
the OCF went to work on building a campaign 
that would start with an action in Toronto's 
financial district and ripple out across the 
province with actions in many Ontario 
Communities. 

October 16 came, and a unified group of 
hundreds took to the streets of Toronto’s finan¬ 


cial district, at 5 a.m. no less! Before the busi¬ 
ness day could even begin, the Ontario 
Common Front and its allies were marching 
around corporate headquarters, millionaire 
hotels, and government buildings - making it 
impossible for Toronto’s elite to go about their 
day as they had planned. The city's busiest 
intersections were closed, the rich and the 
powerful couldn’t make their appointments 
and on the whole we showed them what 
people will do when they are attacked for so 
long - fight back! Over the following weeks, 
similar actions took place in other cities across 
Ontario. 

The Ontario Common Front did not 
succeed in forcing the Ontario government 
from power. However, Premier Mike Harris 
surprised many by resigning from his job at 
the same time as the OCF was shutting down 
his business partners. He says he resigned to 
get his marriage back together, but we suspect 
his decision was caused by a few other things 
besides his pathetic personal life (a tightly- 
organized coalition of the poor, workers and 
students ready to fight him tooth and nail 
being one of those things.) 

In the end, the OCF's fall campaign was 
one giant step forward and ARA is proud to 
have been a part of it. 


















Jamal’s incarceration. It was a legally sanc¬ 
tioned, peaceful event - until police attacked 
it. They charged the crowd with fists and beat- 
sticks, and even put guns to peoples’ heads. A 
few weeks earlier, two Abu-Jamal supporters 
feared for their lives when two cops picked 
them up illegally and held them for hours, 
threatening and harassing them. The 
International Concerned Family and Friends of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal is collecting all evidence 
and preparing an official fight-back to these 
acts of TERRORISM by the police. 

So, now is it’s 2002 and one thing is 
crystal-clear: We can’t expect the cops and 
courts to suddenly do the right thing and give 
Abu-Jamal a new, fair trial. They’ve shown 
that they have no interest in that so we need to 
fight tooth and nail to FREE MUMIA. Not for 
a new trial, not to overturn the death sentence; 
but to get him out of jail and back with his 
children and grandchildren, TODAY. The evi¬ 
dence is there - Mumia is innocent. There is 
no reason NOT to demand his unconditional 
freedom, nothing less. 

There are "Free Mumia" coalitions on 
every continent in the world (yes, even 
Antarctica) which consist of everyone from 
ghetto youth, actors, rap stars, mayors, reli¬ 
gious groups, academics, peace activists, anar¬ 
chists and everyone in between. To get in 
touch in Toronto (where lots is happening) call 
(416) 760-2632. 

As C. Clark Kissinger, a key supporter in 
New York City says: "Together, we must 
present the rulers with the specter of a situa¬ 
tion that threatens to spiral out of their control 
and is dangerously unacceptable to them. We 
must raise the specter of high schools and uni¬ 
versities across the nation shut down by 
striking students; people chaining themselves 
to the White House gate; millions marching in 
the streets; teachers, artists, and influential 
writers losing faith in the system itself and 
communicating their infection to others. We 
must raise the specters of Los Angeles and 
Seattle. In short, we must present them with a 
situation where they will have to pay an unac¬ 
ceptable price in every arena of society. Then, 
and only then, will the rulers step back from 
the attempted murder of Mumia Abu- Jamal." 

For more info, see www.mumia.org. The 
life that you save may be your own. 


"People know that Mumia is innocent, people 
know that the prosecutor, the judge, and 
Mumia's own attorney acted in collusion in 
order to put Mumia on death row. People 
know about the intimidation of witnesses, and 
now have even seen the man who confessed 
to killing Daniel Faulkner. So how could any 
sane person sit back and think that this life 
sentence is fair, or any real victory? It is not. 
The only thing that this system can do at this 
point is set Mumia free, because he is inno¬ 
cent and people should settle for nothing 
less!" - The MOVE Organization, Dec. 2001 

2001 was one hell of a year for a lot of people; 
Mumia Abu-Jamal included. His 20th year on 
death row was probably the most challenging; 
shocking; and, ultimately, promising one yet. 

On December 18, Federal District Judge 
William H. Yohn ordered that Mumia’s sen¬ 
tencing hearing be re-opened. That means that 
the Pennsylvania courts must conduct a new 
set of hearings on whether he deserves the 
death penalty or not within 180 days. If they 
don’t, his sentence will be automatically 
switched to life behind bars rather than lethal 
injection. 

It may sound good at first but it’s not a 
victory. The Judge is still refusing to look at 
all the new proof that Abu-Jamal is innocent. 
He won t allow it in court and is acting as if 
the evidence doesn't exist. Basically, the court 
is just trying to decide how an innocent man 
will be punished. But before we get into that 
let’s go back to the beginning... 

For those who don’t know, Mumia Abu- 
Jamal was shot and arrested on December 9, 
1981 for the killing of Daniel Faulkner, a 
Philadelphia police officer. Abu-Jamal barely 
survived, and was soon convicted of the killing 
and sentenced to death. He has been on death 
row ever since, despite overwhelming evidence 
that he didn’t do it, that the cops set him up. 
and that his trial and appeals process were all 
rigged against him. 

Abu-Jamal was a part of the Black 
Panther Party when he was a kid, and at the 
time of his arrest he was a well-known radio 
journalist who exposed police brutality and 
corruption. This means the courts and the 
mainstream media were deeply biased against 
him from the jump. 

Since being locked up he has published 
three books, two CDs and dozens of news¬ 
paper columns. And, as if the threat of death 
and living in a 6 by 8 foot cell aren’t enough, 
Abu-Jamal has had a lot of other pressures 
lately... 

Last March, he and his supporters were 
betrayed by his legal team of nine years. One 
of the lawyers had written a trashy, fictitious 


-statements from Mumia Abu-Jamal and 
his brother, William Cook on what happened 
that night 

-testimony from a journalist, who says the 
crime scene was not preserved when he 
arrived a few hours after the shooting 

-a statement from an FBI informant who 
was investigating Philly PD / Mafia hookups at 
the time 

-a statement from a court reporter, who 
overheard the judge say "I’m gonna help them 
fry that n*****" at the time of the trial. 

Long before all this, we already had 
tonnes of evidence. We already knew that 
Mumia Abu-Jamal was blacklisted for his 
beliefs and activism, that witnesses were 
forced to lie about what they saw that night, 
that routine firearms tests were never done. 


doing is trying to decide which is the best part 
of the jail to keep Abu-Jamal in. 

After 20 years on death row, Mumia Abu- 
Jamal has become the "most famous death-row 
inmate in the world," and a living symbol of 
the fight against racism and corruption within 
U.S. government. This is a big accomplish¬ 
ment, and the people who hold him captive are 
playing their cards, trying to reverse it. 

They’re hoping that by throwing out the death 
sentence, his millions of supporters will calm 
down and lose their sense of urgency since his 
death won’t be around the corner any more. 

The powers that be in Philly made it even 
more clear how scared they are of the Free 
Mumia movement this past December 9. On 
that day, thousands convened in Philly for a 
protest march on the 20th anniversary of Abu- 


and that the prosecution’s version of the events 
is scientifically impossible. On top of all this, 
we now have a confessed killer; even more 
proof that the Judge who tried Mumia is a psy¬ 
chopathic racist; and even more proof that the 
cops destroyed and/or covered up as much evi¬ 
dence as possible. 

So, with all this going for him, why is it 
they’re still holding Abu-Jamal in jail? Draw 
your own conclusions, but the fact is that the 
cops and courts in Philly are doing everything 
they can to keep him there. Every one of his 
so-called "constitutional rights" has been 
denied as if it was a laughing matter, and 
every legal maneuver by the prosecution is a 
slick attempt at shutting him up and rail¬ 
roading him out of the public eye. 

The new decision to re-evaluate the death 
sentence is just the latest example. The judge 
is not allowing the lawyers to present all this 
new evidence in court, and he’s not ques¬ 
tioning whether Abu-Jamal is guilty. All he’s 


"inside account" of the case, and didn’t let 
Abu-Jamal see it until it had already gone to 
the press. He abused Abu-Jamal’s trust and 
twisted the facts to create a "shocking," 
gossipy pulp novel for his own profit. Abu- 
Jamal promptly fired the whole legal team and 
hired a new one within a few weeks. 

Then, the new legal team dropped one of 
the biggest bombs yet: A sworn confession 
from Arnold Beverly — a mob hitman who says 
he killed Daniel Faulkner and that Abu-Jamal 
is completely innocent. It turns out this con¬ 
fession had been made two years ago, but the 
old lawyers (including the one who wrote the 
book) chose to cover it up for whatever shady 
purposes. His current legal team has filed 
Beverly’s statement in court, and have released 
a video of the man himself making the confes¬ 
sion. 

Over the next couple months, the new 
lawyers released several more key documents 
including: 



































